The Second Battle of Ypres

08/03/07

German Plan:

-Break the stalemate and punch a hole through the Allied line by “trying out” poison chlorine gas

-6,000 cylinders were delivered to the front

-An 1899 treaty, The Hague Convention, banned the use of poison gas in war

The Attack:

-German guns shell the city of Ypres with 2,000 pound shells

-4:00pm: Canadians see the French and Algerian lines are being shelled.  A slight breeze is blowing from the east

-5:00pm: 5,730 cylinders open and green/yellow gas rolls towards the French colonial lines.  The Algerians panic and flee while clutching their throats, choking.  This leaves a four-mile gap in the line

-The Canadians, who outnumber the Germans 5:1 (50,000:10,000), rush to fill the gap.  To avoid being overcome by chlorine, soldiers use urine-soaked clothes to breathe through.  This neutralises the effects of the gas.  With unexpected determination, the Canadians stopped the German breakthrough.
Results: Canada

-First major Canadian battle of the Great War
-“Exceptionally good performance for raw colonial troops”

-Reputation: “hard hitting shock troops”

-Second Battle of Ypres: first use of gas in the war

Results: Germany

-Did not expect such a large breakthrough in the line (unprepared to take advantage)

-Did not expect such resistance from the Canadians

-Attack came too late in the day to follow through (should have been at dawn)

-Gas was a testing ground

Results: British

-Shortened the line to make the salient narrower by 3 miles (6km)
